BAY AREA GOSPEL MUSIC ASSICIATION
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

November 10, 2008

ATTENDING:

President Watson Holyfield opened the meeting in prayer at 7:07 pm. He welcomed former members James and Marie Wheatley to the meeting. 

Watson read the November birthdays. We sang to Joe Kotal, Terry Everitt, Ernie Breaux and Josh Walker.

The first mini concert was given by Jim McDaniel, long time member of the association. He sang “I’m Not Giving Up”, “I’m Saved By Grace Through Faith”, “I Stand Redeemed” and “There’s A Light At The End Of The Darkness”.  Jim also sings with TOT and One Desire.

Watson thanked Jim for singing his special song, “Light At The End Of The Darkness” and told of the circumstances surrounding the song.

Watson thanked retiring long time Board Member Robert Harville for many years of willingness in helping with the organization. His job has kept him from being active lately so he asked to not be re elected.  

Ballets were distributed to each group for the election of the new Board Member. We had four nominees: Ernie Breaux, Tootsie Dann, Stephen Lawrence and Charlie Ruscher. The winner must have at least a 51% of the total voting members to be elected. 26 ballets were given out. Ernie received 4 votes, Tootsie 13, Stephen 3 and Charlie 6 in the first voting. Tootsie only had 50% so we held a run off election between Tootsie and Charlie.

While the run off votes were counted, Wilma Morrison read the minutes of the October meeting. Tootsie made a motion to accept them as read, Jim McDaniel seconded and all approved

Watson read the October Treasurer’s report as Sally was counting the votes. Mike Cotter moved it be accepted as read, Charlie Ruscher seconded and all approved.

The results of the run off ballets were Tootsie 19 and Charlie 7. Tootsie will take office in January and will serve for 2 years. Watson asked for a speech. Tootsie thanked everyone for their support.

Wilma mentioned the next Trumpet for January and February will have a deadline of the day after Christmas, the 26th.

Joe Kotal said all the churches have been booked for the Showcases for the 2009 year. He asked the singers to call JoAnn to schedule to sing on these showcases. Nelda Johnson mentioned she needs singer to sing at the general meetings for 2009.
Prayer requests were given: Terry Durham’s father, Paul Moore passed away. Debbie Holyfield is not doing well after her knee surgery, James Williams is having kidney problems, Jack Vaughn, brother of KJIC owner Bob Vaughn passed away last week, Bob Vaughn had extensive cancer surgery recently, Ernestine Breaux is doing better from her surgery and thanked everyone for their prayers, Micah needs our prayers, newly elected officials nationwide, several losing jobs with Harris County, remember our Service personnel, Harvest Point Ministries in Africa, Robin Sopchak with walking pneumonia, Myron James Morrison,15, in Shriner’s Hospital with leg surgery. James Everitt prayed for these.
Watson announced our Webmaster Kathy Hensley has resigned due to ill health. Watson thanked her and Jennifer for their labors in keeping the website running. Christine Scott of Hearts of Grace has volunteered to take the position and has made some changes already.
Tootsie asked about the position of Membership Secretary. Watson explained the Board of Directors will appoint someone to take the position in January.

Our Spring Convention dates are set for April 3rd and 4th, 2009, at the Rotary Pavilion on Wallisville. Get with JoAnn Kotal to sign up for a time slot to sing.

Our 2008 Christmas Banquet will be held on December 8th at Dell Dale Avenue Baptist Church in Channelview at 7 PM. Soloists are to bring a salad or desert, each Group member is to bring a veggie dish, and Sponsors and Officers to bring a meat dish. BAGMA furnished the coffee, tea and paper goods for the banquet. Footprints is in charge of the program.

Rich and Sharon Arnhart gave the last mini concert singing: “Long Black Train”, “God On The Mountain”, “Just Find Jesus”, and “Livin’ In The Rain”. They are one of our newer members. Rich also plays the guitar.

Jim McDaniel led us in our theme song “Standing on the Solid Rock”.

Ernie announced the 3rd Thursday in January, Southern Plainsmen Qt will be at New Journey in Baytown. The Arnharts will be at the Alvin Opry. Lois announced the 2009 Reunion Concert will be on February 28th.

Joe Kotal dismissed in prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Wilma Morrison, Secretary

Read and approved ___________________________________________________
